Local pros put fun into hoops
Pro basketball in south DeKalb has old-school touches
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A Florida Pit Bulls substitute approaches the scorer's table, making several attempts to get his shirt tucked in while watching the action on the floor.
That's enough for Edward "Young Dirty" Long, sitting at the table with the public address microphone in hand.

"Dress before the game, dress before the game," he advises, getting a laugh from 200 or so Atlanta Vision fans in the bleachers of Samson's Health and Fitness Center in Lithonia.

Professional basketball in south DeKalb County has old-school touches, such as the American Basketball Association and its red-white-and-blue ball. But it's bigger on hip-hop influences such as Long, the master of ceremonies who mixes a soundtrack of loud music with nearly nonstop patter about the game.

In the odd moments when neither Long nor the music is blasting, fans can hear nearly every word spoken or shouted by players, coaches and referees. The basketball itself is serious, even if the league has added the gimmick of the "3-D" rule, which gives an extra point to any score following a backcourt turnover.

Florida's visit for three games last weekend brought together two NBA alumni — Dennis Scott, general manager of the Vision, and Tim Hardaway, player/coach of the Pit Bulls.

But the Vision's emphasis is on family fun. The dance team invites all the fans out on the court to do the "Cha-Cha Slide" during a timeout late in the game. And when the game is over, players offer autographs.

IF YOU GO
> Where: Samson's Health and Fitness Center, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, 6400 Woodrow Road, Lithonia. (Exit I-20 at Evans Mill Road. The church entrance is southwest of the interchange.)
> Cost: $10 adults, $5 seniors and kids ages 7-17; kids under 7 free. $25 for seats between scorer's table and players' benches. Free parking.
> Next home game: 7:35 p.m. Saturday vs. Baltimore Pearls 
> Information: www.theatlantavision.com
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(ENLARGE)

	Announcer Edward 'Young Dirty' Long revs up the crowd during halftime of the Atlanta Vision-Florida Pit Bulls game Friday.

	


(ENLARGE)

	Atlanta Vision point guard Garrett 'Passport' Richardson (left) tries to move around Florida Pit Bulls point guard Anthony Slater in their ABA game Friday in Lithonia. 

	


(ENLARGE)

	Brian Young participates in a free thrown contest at the Samson Health & Fitness Center.


